
Inside the crammed cockpit
of the first-ever flight simula-
tor, generations of pilots from
the 1930s through the 1950s
honed their skills and learned
how to navigate adverse condi-
tions safely from the ground.
Just in time for Veterans Day,

one of the simulators, which
were invented by the late
Edwin Albert Link, a leader in
early aeronautics technology,
will serve as the centerpiece of
a new museum opening Mon-
day at Sands Point Preserve.
The Navy Simulation Mu-

seum recounts the largely for-
gotten history of the Navy’s
Special Devices Division,
which operated at what is now
known as Sands Point Preserve
from 1946 until 1967.
“A lot of people don’t know

about the military history
here,” said Jeremiah Bosgang,
executive director of the Sands
Point Preserve Conservancy,
during a preview tour of the
museum Sunday.
“That’s the purpose of this

museum,” Bosgang added,
“hoping to build an aware-
ness.”
A key museum attraction for

military history buffs is Link’s
invention, the Link Trainer,
which ushered in a new era of
technology that helped save
lives by training American pi-
lots to fly in bad weather or

other adverse conditions dur-
ing World War II.

Visitorscomparesimulators
Visitors can look over the

simulator and its nearly cen-
tury-old technology, and also
test their skills in the modern
equivalent, a high-fidelity
flight simulator, where they
can soar in a Cessna above
New York City, or be a Top
Gun pilot in a fighter jet.

The museum is on the sec-
ond floor of the preserve’s Cas-
tle Gould mansion, in a room
that once served as a class-
room for Navy personnel.

Large black-and-white photo-
graphs from the division’s hey-
day greet visitors as they climb
the stairs to the museum.
In one image from the early
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Newmuseum
featuresearly
flightsimulator

A Hicksville man who al-
legedly stole a Mercedes-Benz
froma localmechanic’s shopFri-
day evening was later involved
in multiple crashes, an alterca-

tion and an additional burglary,
NassauCounty police said.

The spate of crimes charged
to Brayan Galiono Hernandez,
19, began sometime after 7 p.m.
Friday,whenhe knockeddowna
security fence andenteredPreci-
sion Auto Care through an un-
locked garage door, according to
a police news release. Hernan-
dez then removed a 1995 Mer-
cedes-Benz from the Jerusalem
Avenue shop and continued on
to crash it “multiple times,” po-
lice said.

When confronted by a
35-year-old man who wit-
nessed the erratic driving in
the vicinity of First Street and
Frevert Place, Hernandez
struck the man multiple times
in the head with a glass bottle,
causing a “large laceration”
that required treatment at a
hospital, police said.
Hernandez was later located

by a construction foreman in-
side a house being built on Fifth
Avenue, police said. He then ap-
proached a police officer re-

sponding to the scene with a
4-foot level which Hernandez
swung at him, police said.
The officer subdued Hernan-

dez with an electronic weapon.
Hernandez was charged with
third-degree burglary, third-de-
gree grand larceny and criminal
mischief related to the auto shop
break-in, police said. He is also
facing charges of burglary,
weapons possession, second-de-
gree assault and attacking a po-
lice officer, among other counts,
police said.

A New York City man has
been charged with staging a
car accident for insurance
fraud purposes last month in
a case that received wide
publicity after the victim
shared dashboard camera
footage of the crash, authori-
ties announced Friday.
Prosecutors said the 28-year-

old Brooklyn man was in a car
whose driver cut off another
car in Queens and then inten-
tionally backed into the vehi-
cle.
“The defendant and others

allegedly staged a crash on a
busy highway and rammed an
unsuspecting driver with
their vehicle after they
forcibly stopped her in the
left lane of the Belt Parkway,”
Queens District Attorney
Melinda Katz said in a news
release. “Countless lives were
jeopardized due to this incred-
ibly reckless conduct.”
According to prosecutors,

Asphia Natasha was driving
north on the Belt Parkway on
Oct. 16 when a silver Honda
Civic cut in front of her car
and stopped.
Natasha braked to avoid a

collision and the Honda’s
driver backed into hercar, dam-
aging both vehicles, prosecu-
tors said.
The occupants of the

Honda held up what appeared
to be a plastic tarp that partly
obscured Natasha’s view in-
side the Honda, and the occu-
pants of the Honda switched
seats within the car, Katz said.
Natasha’s dashboard cam-

era captured the collision,
and the video has received
millions of views on TikTok.
Four people exited the car

after the crash. The 28-year-
old man was arrested Thurs-
day after arriving in New
York on a flight from Ecuador,
Katz said. Prosecutors believe
he was a backseat passenger
in the Honda at the time of
the crash.The other three peo-
ple who were in the car are
still being sought.
The man was arraigned on

charges including staging a
motor vehicle accident, crim-
inal mischief, reckless endan-
germent and insurance
fraud. He pleaded not guilty.

SHOWCASEofLI’s

Cops: LI man charged in Friday crime

BY GRANT PARPAN
grant.parpan@newsday.com

LONG ISLAND&NYC

Suspectcrashed
stolenBenzafter
break-in: Police

Above, Jeremiah Bosgang,
executive director of the Sands
Point Preserve Conservancy,
stands with the Link Trainer,
which aided World War II pilots.
At right, a display at the new
Navy Simulation Museum, open
at the Sands Point Preserve.
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MAN CHARGED

WITH FRAUD IN

STAGED CRASH
The Associated Press
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1950s, onlookers at Hempstead
House Garden, another mansion
on the property, watch a heli-
copter practice a rescue mission
above Long Island Sound.

At one point, as many as 800
enlisted service members and
civilians worked at the division,
located on what was then
known as the Guggenheim Es-
tate, according to Bosgang.

Part of the museum’s mis-
sion is to inspire the next gen-

eration of aviators by raising
interest in STEM (science,
technology, engineering and
math), he said, adding that the
museum will be open only on
weekends but plans to partner
with Long Island schools for
weekday field trips.

Scientist rallied formuseum
The museum’s entrance fea-

tures a framed dedication to
Henry “Hank” Okraski for his

role in bringing the museum to
Sands Point. Okraski, now 88,
joined the training center in
1962 and eventually climbed
the ranks to chief scientist.

He has lived in Florida since
the training center relocated
there in the late 1960s. In a Fri-
day phone interviewwith News-
day, Okraski said he noticed a
few years ago the conservancy’s
website lackedanydetailed infor-
mation on the area’s naval his-

tory. Okraski first reached out to
the former executive director,
and then to Bosgang when he
took over, setting in motion a
multiyear effort that eventually
led to themuseum.
Bosgang said the conservancy

received a $10,000 grant from
the Navy to purchase the mod-
ern flight simulator and for
STEM educational material. He
said the conservancy used
money from its yearly budget to
purchase some of the items on
display.He estimated the total in-
vestment to be about $65,000.
Okraski helped procure a

Link Trainer that had previ-
ously been on display at the
Naval AirWarfare Center Train-
ing Systems Division headquar-
ters in Florida.The training cen-
ter lent it to the museum along
with other artifacts and photos.
The museum “tells a story

that I think needs to be taught
of what happened there, what
the men and women, the tal-
ented people, were able to put
together,” Okraski said.
BrianRoscoe, public affairs of-

ficer for the Orlando, Florida-
based trainingcenter, said the or-
ganization continues to carry on
the mission it first set out to ac-
complish on Long Island.
Of the on-loan Link Trainer,

Roscoe said, employees at the
center were “happy to know it’s
going back home, so to speak,
to our roots where we can
share the story of what we did
there and still do today.”
After Monday, the museum

will be open from noon to 5
p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.
Admission on Monday is free.
Going forward, admission will
be $5, but free for military veter-
ans and children under 10.

THIS DATE IN HISTORY

HOLIDAYCLOSINGS

Bosgang with a modern simulator at the museum, which preserves LI’s naval history.� Video: newsday.tv

Hernandez, followinganevalu-
ation at a hospital,was arraigned
Sunday at Nassau County First
District Court in Hempstead,
where District Judge Madeleine
Petrara-Perrin ordered him held
on $75,000 cash bail, $150,000 in-
surance bond or $375,000 par-
tially secured bond, court
records show. He is due back in
court Friday pending a grand
jury indictment.

Defense attorney information
was not immediately available
Sunday.

Cops:Sonwanted in father’sslaying
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1620 41 Pilgrims aboard the
Mayflower, anchored off
Massachusetts, signed the
Mayflower Compact, calling
for a “civil body politick, for
our better ordering and
preservation.”
1918 Fighting in World War I
ended as the Allies and
Germany signed an
armistice aboard a railroad
car in the Forest of Com-
piègne in northern France.
1921 The remains of an
unidentified American service
member were interred in a
Tomb of the Unknown Sol-
dier at Arlington National
Cemetery in a ceremony
presided over by President
Warren G.Harding.
1938 Irish-born cookMary
Mallon,who’d gained notori-
ety as the disease-carrying
“TyphoidMary”blamed for
the deaths of three people,
died onNorth Brother Island
inNewYork’s East River at
age 69 after 23 years of
mandatoryquarantine.

Veterans Day is Monday.
Government offices,
schools, courts and post
offices will be closed. No
mail will be delivered
except Priority Mail
Express. The New York
Stock Exchange will be
open and the Long Island
Rail Road will operate on a
regular weekday schedule.

role innavalhistory

rampage

LONG ISLAND&NYC

Homicide detectives are
searching for a man who al-
legedly stabbed his father to
death inside the victim’s
Rocky Point home, the Suf-
folk County Police Depart-
ment said Sunday.

Officers responding to a 911
call about 1:25 a.m. Saturday
arrived at the home on Quail
Road to find Joseph Zoll, 61,
with stab wounds, according
to a previous police news re-
lease. Zoll was transported to

Stony Brook University Hospi-
tal,where he was pronounced
dead, the release said.

In an updated release Sun-
day, the department said
Matthew Zoll, 23, “is wanted
for the murder of his father,
Joseph Zoll.”

Matthew Zoll is 6 feet, 1
inch tall, 150 pounds, police
said in the release. He has
brown hair, brown eyes and
a small scar under his left
eye, police said, adding that

he was “not believed to have
a vehicle.”
Additional information, in-

cluding what led up to the
fatal stabbing or Matthew
Zoll’s residence, was not im-
mediately available Sunday.
Police are asking anyone

with information about
MatthewZoll’swhereabouts to
call 911, the Homicide Squad at
631-852-6392 or Crime Stop-
pers at 800-220-TIPS.

—JOSHUANEEDELMAN
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